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ADAPTING TO OUR- -
ENVIRONMENT

D. Give out the Adaptations in Fish handout (#2) and go
over the specific body parts, adaptations and their

purpose. 7
k. Have 10 pictures of assorted fish with all different kinds of bodies,

mouths, fins, etc. to show the children. If needed the students can
use their charts, as well as, resource books to answer the following
questions about their fish pictures.
1. Where does your fish live in the ocean? How do you know?
2. What does your fish eat? How do you know?
3. How does your fish feed? How do you know?
4. How does your fish swim? How do you know?
5. How does your fish protect itself? How do you know?
6. What special adaptations does your fish have? How do you
know?
F. Working with a partner/group doe the activity called Fashion a
fish (handout #3) The children will create a new species of fish.
G. Make index cards to use as a criteria for making their fish.
1. Body shapes 2. Mouth shapes 8. Fins :
4. Eyes: 5. Coloration/Defense mechanisms
Give the students the Fashion a fish handout to use as a rough
draft/guide to making their fish. The students may use their
adaptation charts. Once the students have finished their
handouts, they will draw their fish and its habitat on a large sheet
of paper. Then the students will compile their information into a
paragraph to share with the class. *(as an informal assessment the
students can be given the assessment handout #4 to ﬁll out to _
* check their pr ogress) - R T L . -
H. Once the groups present their work, further discussion can
develop about adaptations, habitat, fish etc.

Materials Needed
* Assorted Handouts
* Cardboard pieces of fish
* 10 pictures of fish
* Resource Books
* Index cards
* Large paper
* Crayons/markers
* Pencils



F ashlon a Fish

Think about the following information when creating your drawing
and written description:

Name of your fish -

type of fish - aghatha, chondrichthyes (car'ﬁlagmous flsh)
osteichthyes (bony fish)

habitat -~ where does your fish live in the ocean? (coral reef, kelp
forest, abyss)

migration - does your fish migrate or live its entire life in one region?

location in the world - what ocean(s) does your fish live in?

« i colordtion/¢amouflage, ‘deferise-adaptations =\ i, s dalon il L

b .-

how they swim/move/anchor -

physical features -~ body shape, type of fins and # of fins, scales,
size, mouth position, eye position, nostril position, barbels, etc.

predators/prey — what does your fish eat and what eats your fish? __
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Sucker Shaped Jaw (Sucker)
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Flat Bellied (Catfish)
Torpedo Shape (Wahoo)
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Vertical Disc (Butterfish)
Humpbacked (Sockeye}
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Colaration

Light Colored Belly (Albacore)

Reproduction

Dark Upperside (Catfish)

Coloration

- Reproduction

Coloration

Mottied (Crappie)

Eggs Deposited on Bottom (Trout)

Free Floating Eggs (Striped Bass)

Vertical Stripes (Croaker)
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Coloration

Horizontal Stripes (Yellow Bass)
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Coloration
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Live Birth (Gambusia)

Reproduction Reproduction

Reproduction
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